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WELCOME

Good afternoon and welcome to All Hallows by the 
Tower for Sailors’ Society’s Christmas service.

It’s wonderful to gather together once again in 
the oldest church in the City of London with its 
befitting maritime history all around us.

While this is a joyous occasion of music, carols and 
prayer, we of course remember all the men and 
women working miles away at sea, separated from 
their loved ones at this special time of year.

For many seafarers and their families, this will be a 
particularly tough Christmas.

Sailors’ Society is supporting several desperate 
families in India after a crew was thrown in jail in Iran 
five months ago. They have no idea how long their 
husbands and fathers will be held, and the seafarers 
will spend Christmas frightened, alone, out of 
contact from their loved ones.

While in the Philippines, home to more than 
229,000 seafarers, we have been transporting 
basic food, water and baby milk powder to families 
whose communities have been destroyed by 
powerful earthquakes and a super typhoon. Many 
of their homes have been reduced to rubble and 
they have had to fight to survive in the devastation 
and rising flood waters.

This year has marked the 10th anniversary of 
our Crisis Response Network, which supports 
seafarers and their families through such traumatic 
events as piracy attacks, abandonment, false 
imprisonment, natural disasters and conflict. 

On top of this we have launched a new programme 
called Sea Mate, which trains selected crew 
members to be Wellness Officers providing 
support face-to-face on board their vessels.

We ran four Wellness Conferences for cadets, 
ratings and trainees across the world with more than 
9,000 attending and just last month announced a 
significant expansion of our support for Mandarin-
speaking seafarers with the translation of our 
award-winning wellness resources.

All that we do to support seafarers and their 
families across the world would not be possible 
without you, our supporters.

Whether you are a corporate partner or an 
individual who has followed our work for years,  
we thank you - and wish you and your families a 
very happy Christmas and a peaceful and healthy 
New Year.

Dr Peter Swift 
Chair of Trustees
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BEFORE THE SERVICE, THE  
ORGANIST WILL PLAY:
Christmas Cradle Song
Alfred Hollins

Congregation stands

PROCESSIONAL CAROL:   
“Once in Royal David’s City” 

Once in royal David’s city  
Stood a lowly cattle shed,  
Where a mother laid her baby  
In a manger for His bed:  
Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ her little child.  
 
He came down to earth from heaven,  
Who is God and Lord of all,  
And His shelter was a stable,  
And His cradle was a stall;  
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,  
Lived on earth our Saviour Holy.  
 
And through all His wondrous childhood  
He would honour and obey,  
Love and watch the lowly Maiden,  
In whose gentle arms He lay:  
Christian children all must be  
Mild, obedient, good as He.  
 
And our eyes at last shall see Him,  
Through His own redeeming love;  
For that Child so dear and gentle  
Is our Lord in heaven above,  
And He leads His children on  
To the place where He is gone.

Congregation sits

WELCOME TO ALL HALLOWS  
BY THE TOWER
Rev’d Nicol Kinrade 
Vicar 
All Hallows by the Tower
 

WELCOME AND THANKS
Sara Baade 
Chief Executive Officer  
Sailors’ Society

READING:  
Isaiah 9: 2-7  A Child is Born to Us                                                                 
Rev’d Frans Sahetapy 
Southampton Chaplain  
Sailors’ Society

Congregation stands

CAROL:
“Joy to the World”   

Joy to the World, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the World, the Saviour reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

Congregation sits 

READING:       
Luke 1:26-38   The Birth of 
Jesus Foretold                                              
Mike Peralvo-Robalino  
School Captain of London Nautical

Congregation stands



CAROL:  
“O little town of Bethlehem”

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth.
For Christ is born of Mary,
And gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.

How silently, how silently,
The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem!
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!

Congregation sits

CHOIR:
Adam lay bounden 
John Ireland

READING:       
Matthew 1: 18-25  The Birth  
of Jesus Christ                                                        
Jacob Sotherby-Taylor  
Trinity House Sponsored Cadet  
Warsash Maritime School

Congregation stands

CAROL:  
“Silent Night”

Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child
Holy Infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake, at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ, the Saviour is born,
Christ, the Saviour is born.

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.

Congregation sits
               

READING:                                                                                                     
Luke 2:8-20  The Shepherds  
and Angels                                                  
Ian Wilkinson
Vice President of Sales Excellence  
Inchcape Shipping Services

Congregation stands



CAROL:  
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing”

Hark the herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled”
Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim:
“Christ is born in Bethlehem”
Hark! The herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ by highest heav’n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail the incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel
Hark! The herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings
Ris’n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! The herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Congregation sits

READING:       
Matthew 2:1-12  Visitors from  
the East                                         
Gordon Foot  
Senior Client Representative

CHOIR:
Nativity Carol
John Rutter

Congregation stands

CAROL:  
“The First Nowell” 

The first nowell the angel did say, 
Was to Bethlehem’s shepherds 
In fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep: 
 Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, 
 Born is the King of Israel! 
 
Then wise men from a country far 
Looked up and saw a guiding star; 
They travelled on by night and day 
To reach the place where Jesus lay: 
 Chorus 
 
At Bethlehem they entered in, 
On bended knee they worshipped Him; 
They offered there in His presence 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense: 
 Chorus 
 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
For Christ has our salvation wrought 
And with His blood mankind has bought: 
 Chorus                                                                                                     

Congregation sits

READING:  
John 1:1-14  Christ, the Eternal Word
Captain Ann Pletschke

Congregation stands



CHRISTMAS MEDITATION:
Rev’d Carole Peters-King 
Sailors’ Society

PRAYERS 
Peter Swift
Chairman 
Sailors’ Society

Congregation stands

CAROL:
“O come all ye faithful”

O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him,
Born the King of angels;
   O come, let us adore Him,
  O come, let us adore Him,
   O come, let us adore Him,
   Christ the Lord.

God of God,
Light of Light,
Lo, He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God,
Begotten not created;
 Chorus

Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation;
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest;
 Chorus

Congregation remains standing 
for the Blessing and as Clergy depart

BLESSING
Rev’d Nicol Kinrade
Vicar 
All Hallows by the Tower

Congregation sits

FOLLOWING THE SERVICE  
THE ORGANIST WILL PLAY:
Postlude on Adeste Fidelis 

Eric Thiman

Glory to God in the highest. May the light of 
Christmas be with you today and always. 

Have a blessed Christmas. 

Members of the congregation are invited to stay 
for coffee and mince pies.

Notices:
All our work is funded by voluntary donations  
and grants.

There will be no collection during the service, 
however if you wish to give, there will be an 
opportunity to do so as you leave.

We thank Rev’d Nicol Kinrade and her team for their 
hospitality and generosity in allowing us to hold this 
service at All Hallows by the Tower.

We also thank Organist David Cook and The Tower 
Hill Voices, for providing excellent music and singing 
during the service.

Thank you for your continued support.



Rev’d Nicol Kinrade, Vicar, All Hallows by the Tower 
Nicol became Vicar at All Hallows by the Tower in January 2025, and subsequently 
Rector of St Mary-at-Hill in April. She joined the team from the Diocese of 
Hereford, where she was the Chaplain to the Bishop of Hereford, and Minor Canon 
at Hereford Cathedral. Her role with Bishop Richard also included supporting his 
position in the House of Lords and as Clerk of the Closet (the Head of the Royal 
Ecclesiastical household). Prior to this she was a parish priest in the Diocese of 
Chichester, in Sussex. Before ordination Nicol worked in the City of London and 
subsequently in New York, in the contrasting worlds of museums (including with the 
Tower of London) and management consulting. She enjoys reading and travelling, 
and has a particular passion for ocean sailing.

Mike Peralvo-Robalino, School Captain of London Nautical
The school was founded in response to the sinking of the Titanic in 1912, training 
recruits for the Navy and Merchant Navy and now part of the City of London 
Academy Trust. The school still offers Level 1 to Level 3 maritime qualifications 
amongst its broad curriculum offered at key stages 3 to 5.

Jacob Sotherby-Taylor, Trinity House Sponsored Cadet, Warsash 
Maritime School
Jacob is a cadet studying at Warsash Maritime School, the only maritime training 
centre of its kind in the world. Currently offering over 150 maritime and offshore 
courses, Warsash has been training seafarers for 70 years – from cadets to 
Masters and Chief Engineers. As pioneers of maritime training, Warsash makes 
use of a range of simulators as well as a specialist ship handling training facility as 
part of their fully-sponsored officer cadet training programmes. 

Sara Baade, CEO, Sailors’ Society
Sara joined the Society as CEO in September 2020, bringing with her a strong 
background in management and strategic policy, as well as extensive experience 
in leading an international welfare charity from her previous role as CEO of The 
Army Families Federation. Her career also includes working as a senior civil 
servant for the Department of Business Innovation and Skills, a directorship at 
the charity UK Skills and substantial experience in investment banking.

Sara is a mother to teenage twins and divides her time between the UK  
and Sweden.

Frans Sahetapy, Chaplain - Southampton, Sailors’ Society 
Frans trained for the ministry at Theological College in Jogjakarta, Indonesia for 
six years before becoming a parish priest for a local church. In 2000, he began 
working with the Indonesian Seafarers’ Ministry in the Port of Batam, later joining 
Sailors’ Society in 2004. Frans initially worked in the port of Belawan before moving 
to the UK in 2006. In that time, he has served as chaplain in both Tilbury and 
Southampton ports. 



Captain Ann Pletschke 
Ann’s varied career includes sailing on deep-sea vessels, ferries and offshore. 
Ann is a serving Captain but also a Director for Trinity Maritime, providing 
inspection and consultancy services primarily for offshore vessels and 
autonomous shipping. As a Chartered Master Mariner and Chartered Marine 
Technologist, Ann mentors junior seafarers and maritime professionals as well 
as supporting seafarers who have undergone discrimination or abuse and also 
serving as a Trustee for Maritime London Officer Cadet Scholarship.

Peter Swift, Chairman, Sailors’ Society
Peter’s career includes senior management, commercial and technical roles in the 
maritime and other international industries, which followed research and lecturing 
positions in engineering, marine transportation and economics. Having worked 
extensively in all five continents, his charity involvement today spans, among others: 
seafarer welfare, piracy and crisis response, maritime knowledge awareness, and the 
promotion of quality in ships and their management.

Rev’d Carole Peters-King, Senior Communications Officer,  
Sailors’ Society 
An ordained priest in the Church of England, Carole joined Sailors’ Society’s 
communications team in January 2022. With almost 40 years’ experience across 
print and broadcast media, Carole spent 20 years making television documentaries 
and educational and entertainment series for a wide variety of international 
broadcasters and audiences. Ordained in 2007, her ministry has encompassed 
incumbency and now sees her work as an Associate Priest across eight churches in 
rural communities in West Dorset.

Ian Wilkinson, Vice President of Sales Excellence,  
Inchcape Shipping Services
Ian is the Vice President of Sales Excellence at Inchcape Shipping Services 
with more than five years’ experience in the maritime industry and 14 years 
in the technology industry.  With a proven track record of driving business 
transformation, Ian is passionate about creating clarity, providing energy, and 
delivering impact.  Known for his can-do attitude, growth mindset, and continuous 
learning approach, Ian is a leader of change who actively seeks ways to improve 
performance.  He is also a dedicated mentor, coaching new talent and fostering a 
collaborative and innovative environment. 

Gordon Foot, Senior Client Representative 
Gordon is a consultant operating in a ship-borne senior leadership role,  
supervising offshore operations on major offshore wind farms, oil and gas 
construction and environmental projects.

Gordon is a retired Royal Navy Weapons Engineering Manager, with a 19 year career 
in nuclear submarines on special operations. He has spent over four decades in a 
sea-going capacity as a seafarer with both the Royal and Merchant Navy.  He is an 
ambassador, mentor and volunteer for many maritime organisations.
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Our pastoral chaplain and Crisis Response Network 
coordinator, Boet van Schalkwyk, died suddenly 
following a car accident in March 2025.  

Boet began working with the Society in 1989. He 
was a familiar voice at the end of our helpline and 
helped found our CRN.   

He was an extraordinary man and supported 
hundreds of seafarers and their families at some  
of the most difficult times of their lives. 

In addition, he was Sailors’ Society’s chaplain  
of chaplains, there for all of us who work for  
the Society. 

The news of his death left us reeling, and so many 
of  those who had worked alongside him over the 
years wanted to share their tributes.

Gavin Lim, our Programme Manager, reflected: 
“Boet had great passion to serve not only seafarers 
but also his colleagues. Such compassion serves 
as a great example for all of us. His spirit and the 
example he set live on with us.” 

Johan Smith, our Head of Wellness, said: “Boet 
saw with love, with care, with empathy and with 
selflessness. Reflecting on Boet’s life, what will stay 
with me is his ability to see everyone.” 

Sara Baade, our CEO, added: “Boet leaves behind 
an extraordinary legacy with all of us. A legacy that 
inspires us all to be more faithful, compassionate 
and resilient. Just the way that Boet lived his life.” 

His heart and dedication to the seafarers he 
supported were unrivalled, and he was, and will 
remain, a guide and an inspiration to every single 
one of us at Sailors’ Society.  

THE CHAPLAIN OF CHAPLAINS – 
BOET VAN SCHALKWYK 





Homes and roads were destroyed, power supplies failed, 
and clean water became scarce. And, while the quake 
was catastrophic for those caught up in it, for their loved 
ones serving at sea, it was heartbreaking. Calls flooded 
into our 24/7 helpline and Crisis Response Network as 
distraught seafarers reached out from vessels around 
the globe. 

We launched an emergency appeal and thanks to long-
standing partnerships within the maritime industry, we 
were able to act fast – coordinating with Stella Maris and 
local partners to reach affected areas.

On the ground, Programme Manager Gavin Lim said: 
“Families were sheltering under tarplins, desperate for the 
food, water and baby formula we were bringing them.”

As well as helping the families, our team was able to 
reassure crew at sea and give them much-needed updates. 

Within weeks, the same families found their makeshift 
shelters battered by Super Typhoon Fung-Wong, one of 
the most powerful storms to hit the Philippines this year.

Thankfully, we were still able to help, not just with 
immediate supplies and emergency grants, but also  
with long-term trauma counselling supporting those  
who are trying to pick up their lives amidst the debris  
and desolation.

Sailors’ Society is here for seafarers, whether they are 
facing a crisis or just need someone to talk to. 

Our support is 24/7, our helpline response is immediate, 
and female crew can speak to another female if they wish. 
Our crisis support is second to none and offers long-term 
support. And our unique Peer-to-Peer Support Groups 
provide confidential spaces that are used by thousands 
of seafarers and their families.

But none of this is possible without your continued 
support. We rely completely on funders and donors to be 
here 24/7 for our seafaring community.

Please, if you can, donate today to help us continue 
delivering this vital support.

And, if you have already given,  thank you for standing 
with us and seafarers in their hour of need.

OUR TEAM 
IN ACTION
10 years on from the foundation of CRN, a 
magnitude 6.9 earthquake struck off the coast 
of northern Cebu Province, devastating its 
seafaring communities once again. 

sailors-society.org/donate



MARKING 10 YEARS OF

For 10 years, our crisis team 
has stood side by side with 
those who face the most 
terrifying moments at sea. 

With an unwavering commitment, for the past decade, our Crisis Response Network 
has been a beacon of hope, offering vital free 24/7 care and support to those who face 
unimaginable challenges, such as piracy, imprisonment, shipwrecks and abandonment.  

Our global network of crisis responders has helped seafarers navigate their darkest hours.

Here are just some of the seafarers and families we have helped over the past 10 years.

Bereavement trauma 
In July 2017, the fishing vessel, the Maredon, on her maiden 
voyage, capsized off the Eastern Cape of Africa. The 16 man 
crew, trapped under their upturned boat, were terrified. 

Our CRN team stepped in to give trauma and grief counselling 
to the survivors and families of all the crew members. 

Imprisonment
The ship Seaman Guard, engaged in an anti-piracy 
operation, was running low on fuel. It stopped in Indian 
waters to refuel, unaware that the fuel was stolen. 

The 35-strong crew were given a five year prison 
sentence. Sailors’ Society was on hand to offer support 
on a daily basis.  

Piracy
In October 2016, the survivors of the Taiwan-owned 
fishing vessel, Naham 3, were finally released after being 
held for almost five years by Somali pirates. Sailors’ 
Society’s CRN team was on hand to help. 

Some 28 of the crew had been taken hostage. The 
pirates killed the Captain.



Read the full case studies on our website at sailors-society.org/CRN-10

“The pirates were shouting 
‘Where’s the Captain?’ and 
shooting the floor. They did not 
know that he was already dead in 
the engine room. I felt desperate 
and terrified.” 

“The crew could barely perform 
their duties on board - they were 
crying, did not eat well, slept 
together in the corridors out 
of fear, suffered panic attacks, 
woke up at any noise and had 
constant nightmares.”

Shipwreck
In February 2022, the crew of the Tresta Star 
was bunkering (taking on diesel fuel) in mid 
Indian Ocean when Cyclone Batsirai hit.

SOS flares were fired off and while they waited 
to be rescued in the dark amid a rising storm 
surge, Sailors’ Society’s CRN team was called.  

False imprisonment 

The CRN team was contacted in August 2022. 

A crew of 16 Indians, eight Sri Lankans, one Polish 
and one Filipino national, had been detained by 
Nigerian authorities, accused of attempted oil theft 
and faking a piracy attack.

The crew were finally released, and we helped 
repatriate them back to their families in June 2023.

War 

In July 2024, the crew of an oil tanker huddled 
together in corridors, too terrified to sleep in their 
cabins after coming under attack from Houthi 
rebels in the Red Sea.

Panic-stricken and traumatised, one crew member 
reached out to Sailors’ Society’s CRN team.
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We thank the Seafarers for their continued efforts and dedication and 
wish them and their families a very Happy Christmas. 

wr.no

We are proud to support
Sailors’ Society and
their valuable work

OSLO   |   BERGEN   |   STAVANGER   |   LONDON   |   SHANGHAI   |   SINGAPORE

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas
& a Prosperous New Year,

from the Directors and Staff at
IFCHOR GALBRAITHS.
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www.clydeco.com

Clyde & Co cuts a hugely impressive figure… the firm 
has bloomed into a genuinely distinctive practice that 
boasts considerable global reach. Legal Week

Clyde & Co is delighted to support
Sailors’ Society

International law firm
Over 2,400 lawyers, Over 70 offices across 6 continents
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Season’s greetings and wishing 
you a prosperous New Year

Thank you, Sailors’ Society, for 
your vital work



NorthStandard is committed to supporting our  
seafarers and fostering a safer shipping industry.

We extend our appreciation to Sailors’ Society and the  
work you do to look after seafarers all year round.



CONTACT US
BUREAU VERITAS UK & IRELAND
5th Floor, 100 Lower Thames, 
St Mary at Hill, London, EC3R 6DL
Tel.: + 44 (0) 20 7550 8921

marine-offshore.bureauveritas.com

Proudly supports
    Sailors’ Society

www.iss-shipping.com
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@LondonPortAuth

Bellfield Publications

Best wishes to
Sailors’ Society

Bellfield Publications
39 Kenwood Drive, Beckenham, Kent BR3 6QX

Tel: 020 8658 7722
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